The CASE of the Elettion of Thetford in Norfolk. 


HE Town of Thetford in the Counties of Norfolk and Suffslk appears to have had a Mayor, a Corcner, Cc. as early 
as Edward the Firſt ; and have time out of mind ſent Burgeſles to. Parliament. | | 
The choice of Burgeſſes to Parliament hath ever been in a ſcle& Number, even before the Charter of 16 E/iz. as 
well as ever ſince. | 

Writs being Iflued for this preſent Parliament, the Corporation voluntarily agreed to chuſe Sir Jo/-pb Williamſon, and 
Mr. William De Grey ; and that Sir F/eph Wil:amſon ſhould have the firſt Vote, and Mr. De Grey the ſecond. 

Mr. De Grey was not ſatisfied unleſs he might have the firſt Vote, which the Corporation ſeemed not willing to. 

In the mean time Mr. Heveningham, who was Mayor, inſiſted to be choſen himſelf tor one; {wearing to ſeveral Perions at 
ſeveral times, That abſolutely, do what they could, he woild be one. | | | 

At laſt it was diſcovered that Mr. Heveningham in order to have himſelf choſen for one, had form'd a Deſign of Raiſing the 
Floor (that is, the Inhabitants at large) to chuſe. | 

2 which Deſign (as he himſelf atterwards declared openly in his Speech to the People) the Friends of Mr. De Grey were 
allo joyning. | | | 

The Corporation finding this, and Mr, Hevening ham having himſelf declared, That he heard there was a D:ſi;n laid by ſome 
of M-jor De Grey*s Friends to Raiſe the Floor ;, And that in caſe the Corporation would find ſome way of ch ſing him fairly, he 
would keep off the Floor ; Otherwiſe that he was reſolved to joyn with M:jor De Grey and the Floor, and to Raine the Corporation : 
For he was Lock and Key to the Ele&ion, and could call it and break it up when he pleaſed, 

The Corporation to prevent this, and to preſerve in themſelves their Right of EleCtion, came to a Reſolution to chuſe 
Mr. Heveningham in ſtead of Mr. De Grey ; provided He (Mr. Hevexingham) would promile to ſtand by their Choice, and 
keep of the Floor , which he moſt ſolemnly promiſed, and ſeveral times {wore he would certainly do. 

Unon this Agreement thus made with Mr. Heveningham, the Corporation proceeded to the Eleftion, wich palled thus, cc, 


Mzrch 11. 1684. The Sheriff ſent a Precept to the Mayor of Thetford, (Mr. Heweningham) to Elect Burgefles. 

March 22. 1684. The Mayor gave ſolemn Notice of the EleCtion to be the 26th of March following, to the Members of the 
ſelect Body only, by ſending his Officer to their ſeveral Houles.- | 

March 25. 1685, The Mayor ordered the Gnild-Hall (the conſtant place of EleQion) to be ſecured, to prevent the Floor 


breakiyg in to diſturb the EleCtion by the ſeleft Number, threatning to fill rhe Priſons with them 1n caſe they ſhould attempr it, 


Sir Joſeph Williamſon, | 
March 26. The day of Election, y Henry Heveningham Eq; Mayor, : ſtood Competitors for the {aid Burgethips. 
| | | C Major De Grey, 


The Body of the Corporation met in the Morning at the Mayors Houſe, and attended him to the Gu7!d-Hall in order to the 
E!eCtion ; where finding ſeveral Perſons not of the Body, he required them to depart, declaring they had nothing to do there, 
nor were concerned in the Eleftion, which the Body had only Right ro Votein. And {ſo having Locked the Doors, he himſelf 
read the Precept to the Body, and proceeded to take the Votes of the Members of the Body, (being all preſent except one) be- 
ginning as the conſtant cuſtom hath been, with the Junior Members firſt, and io proceeding Man by Man to the Seniors; by 
which: Pall it appeared, GR 

Sir Joſeph Williamſon had all the Votes except the Mayors, being 29 in Nnmber. 
Mr. Heveningham had 16 Votes. ; 
Major De Grey had — 13 Votes. 


Upon which the Mayor declared Sir Joſeph Williamſon and himſelf were choſen, But in ſtead of Sealing the Indentures 
. of that Eleftion, he proceeded and read a Paper, ſaid to be given him by the Inhabitants at large, purporting a Petition to 
be admitted to give their Votes in the EleQtion, and declaring it was reaſonable they ſhould be heard, he let them in him- 
ſelf, and (notwithſtanding the Body oppoſed it, declaring the Election was already over) he ſtood up as ſoon as the Floor 
was entred, and though he had juſt before declared the Right of Election to be in the ſelect Body, addreſſed himſelf to the 
Floor, or Inhabitants at large in a moſt formal Speech, applauding their Delign of reviving their pretended Right, offering 
his Service to aſſiſt them in it, and by that means recommending himſelt to their choice for one. In which Speech among 
other paſſages, he expreſly acknowledged, that for about zoo years or more, the Right of Election had continued in the Body 
or ſele&t Namber, and that he himſelf was already choſen by the Body for one of their Burgeſſes. 

No ſooner was this Speech ended, then the Populacy cried up, A Wiliamſon, A De Grey; A Williamſon,A De Grey; to that de-. 
gree that the Mayor ſtanding up told them, He could not but take it ill, that in all that cry he did not hear his own Name once named. 

Sir Joſeph Williamſon being Recorder of the Town, immediately ſtood up and proteſted againſt the faid Procedure , de- 
claring that by his Oath he was obliged to preſerve the Antient Rights and Priviledges of the Corporation, and therefore 
could accept of no Ele&ion but by the Body, which the Mayor in his own Speech had owned to be the method of EleQing for. 
above 100 Years laſt paſt, as alſo that the Ele&ion was already over and himſelf choſen. 

Upon this, the Mayor left the Court and together with 4 or 5 of the Body (without adjourning or diſſolving the 
Court) went to the New-Hall and then proceeded to Poll the Inhabitants at large, tor himſelt and Major De Gzez, with- 
out-ever reading the Precept to them, which indeed he had left behind him in the Guz14- Hal, 

Sir Joſeph in» the mean time continued with the Body in the Gxi/d-Hall, where they proceeded to Seal his Inden- 
' ture of Return Purſuant to his EleCtion as aforeſaid s which done, they carried the ſame to the Mayor, who refuſed 
to ſet the Common Seal thereunto or affix the fame to the Precept, as he ought to have done. 

After the pretended EleQtion by the Populacy was over, the Mayor came down from his Seat, and choſe one Burage 
Martin Eſq; to be his Deputy, ſwore him as ſuch, ſent for his own Gown and put it upon his Deputy's Back, ſaying, 
| Now I have made you my Deputy , you muſt return me and Major De Grey. And accordingly Mr. Martin ſigned the fame as 

Deputy Mayor : But the Indentures were between the Mayor and the Sheriff. 

The Mayor was preſent at and managed both Eleftions and took both the Polls in his own Perſon. Which appearing 
to the Houſe, upon hearing of Council upon the Merits of the Return, he is removed, and the cauſe comes now to be heard 
only upon the Merits of Sir Joſeph Williamſon's Eleftion. 

Upon hearing whereof ir is humbly hoped, if the Right of EleCtion ſhall appear to have been alwayes in the Body, and 
that Sir Foſeph was duely Elefted by the Body ; That in ſuch Caſe (though rhe Mayor procured himſelf and Mr. De Grey 
to be afterwards unduely EleQed by the Floor and returned, and that Return of himſelf ſince adjudged void by this Honoura- 
rable Houſe) it ſhall not be judged reaſonable for Sir Foſeph to be put to the Charge or trouble of a new EleQion, but that 
his Indenture ſhall be annexed to the Writ, and he recieved to fit according to the Juſtice of his EleEtion, . 


And that the EleCtion of Mr. Heveningham and Major De Grey by the Floor, or Inhabitants art large, ſhall be declared 
Null and Void. | | 


